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August 2025 — Newsletter

From the desk of the Worthy Grand Matron:

WOW! We have completed five OV by the end of July. We are almost half over. Time does fly when you are having fun. Every
visit, honor night, courtesy visit, exchange, and meeting with my sisters and brothers is fun. It is a lot of travel, but you know
what? It is still fun. The OV’s of Districts 2 & 9 were great.

Coming up for August we have ARKLAMS August 23 in Monroe, LA, Official Visit of District 4, on August 9, home district
of Grand Ruth, Bonnie Buckelew. The Official Visit of District 11 on August 30, home district of AGP, Ray Bedwell, Grand
Secretary, Diane Smith, Grand Conductress, Lisa Cotham, and Associate Grand Conductress, Martha Porche.

This month the focus is on Service Dogs. Several years ago, General Grand Chapter designated Service Dogs as an official
charity. This involves supporting local service dog training organizations. In Louisiana, Paws at Angola and Brothers and
Sisters in Arms have been selected. These organizations provide service dog training for veterans at no cost. Sister Jerry Ann
Butters has many ideas for raising funds.

This month’s word is Truth.

Truth, like the butterfly—delicate yet resilient—serves as a guiding force in our lives and in our Order. Just as the butterfly
undergoes profound transformation, emerging in beauty and lightness, so too does truth transform our character and our
community. When we embrace truth, we foster trust, unity, and genuine connection with those around us. In every action, word,
and intention, let us hold truth close to our hearts, allowing it to uplift and inspire us.

As we reflect on the importance of truth, let us also remember: just because something is repeated often does not make it true.
It is up to us to discern, to seek out what is genuine beneath the familiar refrain, and to honor what is honest in both word and
deed.

As we move through this month and beyond, may the butterfly remind us to seek truth not only in grand gestures but in small,
everyday moments. By carrying truth’s light, we help others find their own wings to soar.

Once there was a curious butterfly named Lira who loved to explore the meadow. One day, she heard some beetles talk about
a magical place full of sparkling dew and sweet nectar. Unsure if this was true, Lira asked a wise cricket for advice. The cricket
told her that not everything she hears is true and that finding the truth sometimes takes effort and patience.

Lira bravely set out to discover the grove for herself. Along the way, she faced challenges and met others who tried to mislead
her, but she remembered the cricket’s words and kept going, following her heart.

When Lira finally found the grove, she saw it wasn’t as the beetles described, but it was beautiful in its own way—peaceful,
bright, and full of friendly creatures. Lira realized that truth isn’t always the most exciting story or the most popular one. It’s
often simple and honest. She shared what she learned with her friends, saying, “The truth is like a butterfly’s journey. It may
not always be easy, but it changes us and helps us grow.” And so, everyone in the meadow learned to look for truth in their
actions and words, knowing that being honest helps everyone soar.

Always remember,

Be the Butterfly!
Martha Jo Schexneider
Worthy Grand Matron



UPCOMING EVENTS:

August 2", Northern Work & Ritual Workshop

Will be held at Magi Chapter #85, 111 North Vienna Street, Ruston, La.

Opening at 10:30 a.m. Please bring your Ritual, Book of Instruction and the Constitution,

Gen Regs and Edicts of Grand Chapter (blue book).

There will be a section specially for the Secretaries and Treasurers of chapters.

You are very encouraged to attend. Please bring questions.

Every member is welcome and encouraged to attend.

Lunch will be served as a fundraiser for the AGM, Angela McNicoll at Noon, for a donation of $10.00. The dress is
informal, no jeans or shorts.

August 3rd, 1PM, Please Join us for a Pawsome day at the District 11 Service Dog Fundraiser. We will have a Jambalaya
lunch plate with salad, side, and dessert for $10.00. A fun activity, and lots of dog related items for sale. It will be held
at Metairie Masonic Lodge, Founders Center, 2122 N Causeway Blvd. (in the back of the Lodge)

SEPTEMBER 13 MID-YEAR MEETINGS
Join us for the Mid-Year meetings. They will be held at J.T. Charnley Chapter #197 at 1415 Horseshoe Drive in
Alexandria, LA. Lunch provided by Lisa’s Eastbound Club for $10. There will be no separate meal for the OV.

Good News & Happy Thoughts:

Dear Secretaries,

We are considering the reinstatement of the return labels program featuring the OES logo. Kindly conduct a survey within
your chapter to assess member interest in acquiring these return labels. Please email me by the end of August with your
chapter name, number, and the total count indicating interest. Thank you for your cooperation.

Our WGP forgot his little Ty Baby at the 1%, 2", & 3™ Official Visits so far. The penalty? He is donating feed to the local
animal shelter. I am sure the animals at the shelter are happy he forgot. Thank you WGP for supporting our cause.
Remember to email Sister Angie, adlamb0810@gmail.com any activities your chapter participates in to support Animal
Rescue.

OFFICIAL VISITS:

DISTRICT 4: AUGUST 9 -12 NOON

The Members of District # 4, Order of the Eastern Star, cordially invite you to attend their

Official Visit of Mrs. Jo Schexneider, Worthy Grand Matron, accompanied by Mr. Arthur Roberts, Worthy Grand Patron
and Other Grand Officers. August 9, 2025, at Palestine #55, 106 N. Bevill St., Winnfield, LA, Meal at twelve noon,
meeting at 1:00. Susan Wilson, DDGM 318-286-6510.

DISTRICT 11: AUGUST 30 —12 NOON

The Members of District # 11, Order of the Eastern Star, cordially invite you to attend their

Official Visit of Mrs. Jo Schexneider, Worthy Grand Matron, accompanied by Mr. Arthur Roberts, Worthy Grand Patron
and Other Grand Officers. August 30, 2025, at twelve noon, A.W. Connely #117, 1029 Bayou Black Dr., Houma, LA.
Danneda Premeaux, DDGM, 318-210-4697.

DISTRICT 8: SEPTEMBER 6 — 12 NOON

The Members of District # 8, Order of the Eastern Star, cordially invite you to attend their

Official Visit of Mrs. Jo Schexneider, Worthy Grand Matron, accompanied by Mr. Arthur Roberts, Worthy Grand Patron
and Other Grand Officers. Saturday, September 6, 2025, at 12:00

Plains Lodge #135, 4627 Church Street, Zachary, Louisiana. Meal Provided at Noon. Melanie Jackson, DDGM, 225-
928-3206

DISTRICT 5: SEPTEMBER 13 —1:00 PM
The Members of District # 5, Order of the Eastern Star, cordially invite you to attend their




Official Visit of Mrs. Jo Schexneider, Worthy Grand Matron, accompanied by Mr. Arthur Roberts, Worthy Grand Patron
and Other Grand Officers. September 13, 2025, 1:00 PM, J.T. Charnley #197, 1415 Horseshoe Drive in Alexandria, LA.
Pat Ball, DDGM, 318-554-9480.

From the Desk of the Grand Secretary:

Roster Changes:

H.C. & MLE. Duncan #161

Rebecca Schupkegel, AM (rschupkega\el@gmail.com (address requested not published)
Golden Star #73

Janice Daniel, PM AM

Olive #50

Virginia Foster, Sec. — New email: grannymat1945@gmail.com

<<<<<<<< AVAILABLE FOR PURCHASE >>>>>>>>>
Roster 2025-2026 - $5.00 Each - NOW AVAILABLE
Revised Book of Instruction - $4.00 Each

Ritual — Large Spiral Bound - $26.00 each (5 Y4 x 8 Y4)
Ritual-Extra Large spiral bound-$36.00 ea. (7x10 %4)
Constitution Pages Only, $4.00

Revisions, 2021, $1.00

Constitution By-Laws Revision, 2022, $1.00
Constitution Revision, 2023 $1.00

Constitution Tabs, $3.62

Constitution Pages and Tabs, $8.10

Constitution Binder, $6.00

Please contact the Grand Secretary at the following email address only: laoesgrsec@gmail.com. Also, please include
your chapter name and number. Secretaries and Members, please make all checks payable to “Grand Chapter of
Louisiana, OES”. Thank you.

Fraternally,

PGM, Grand Secretary
laoesgrsec@gmail.com

Website: www.laoes.org
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