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September 2025 – Newsletter 

From the desk of the Worthy Grand Matron:  
Let me start by wishing my friend, Diane Smith, a grand farewell. Thank you for all you have done for Grand Chapter. I 
cannot thank you enough for the personal support you have given me over the last few years, always with that smile. 
This is not good-bye, I still have your phone number. 
 
I have appointed Pierre “Rocky” Schexneider, PGP as Grand Secretary Protem for the remainder of the term. Having to 
move people around I have made the following appointments. 
Jeff Freeman, PGP, 3year Finance; Melva Geiger, PM chair of Necrology, adding Laurie Elliot,  
Necrology. 
 
Should you have any questions about orders, etc. you may contact Rocky at the email address you have been using. (see 
Roster changes) 
 
How do you handle stress?  
I personally try to remain positive but also, I learned a long time ago, never let them see you sweat. For many years, I 
taught computer related material to college freshmen and sophomores. Three new semesters a year, at least five classes 
each semester. That’s a minimum of 15 new classes each year. You know what? I was nervous, apprehensive, scared, 
every single time. I knew my material like the back of my hand, but still for every single class, nervous. Why? I did not 
want to let my students down and I wanted their experience to be the best it could be. But even though I was nervous, I 
put on a smile, talked with confidence, and after a day or two, nervousness gone. I never let them see me sweat. I have 
often been told, “but you don’t get nervous.” Not true, you just will not see it.  
 
I imagine that the butterfly is very nervous about building the cocoon and transforming from the caterpillar into the 
beautiful butterfly. But you know what, I don’t see them sweat. They trust in the process and themselves and go through 
the transformation.  
 
If a person is indifferent, or filled with bitterness and hatred, they may not be concerned about the student experience or 
feel nervous about the outcomes. Throughout my career, I have encountered teachers who appeared unconcerned about 
students. This observation illustrates the point. 
 
What fills your cup? When you are holding a cup full of coffee and someone bumps you, you spill your coffee. Why? 
Because someone bumped into you? No, because your cup was full of coffee. If it were full of tea, you would have spilt 
tea. You see when you are rattled by life, what you have inside you comes out. If you are full of bitterness and 
hatefulness, when life rattles you, it will spill out. So, what is in your cup? 
 
Always remember,  
Be the Butterfly! 
 
Martha Jo Schexneider 
Worthy Grand Matron 
 



UPCOMING EVENTS: 
 
SEPTEMBER 13 MID-YEAR MEETINGS 
Join us for the Mid-Year meetings. They will be held at J.T. Charnley Chapter #197 at 1415 Horseshoe Drive in 
Alexandria, LA. Lunch provided by Lisa’s Eastbound Club for $10. There will be no separate meal for the OV. 9:00 – 
Grand Representatives; 10:00 – Past Appointed Grand Officers; 11:00 – Past Grands. 
 
Four State 
Don’t forget to send in your registration and make your hotel reservations! Links are on the website www.laoes.org.  
 
Good News & Happy Thoughts: 
Dear Secretaries, if you have not already done so, please email me with your chapter name, number, and the total count 
indicating interest in the return label program even if it is zero. Thank you for your cooperation. 
 
Remember to email Sister Angie, adlamb0810@gmail.com any activities your chapter participates in to support Animal 
Rescue. I know of a few that have adopted shelters or animal rescues for this project, but I would like to hear from her. 
 
OFFICIAL VISITS: 
 
DISTRICT 8:  SEPTEMBER 6 – 12 NOON 
The Members of District # 8, Order of the Eastern Star, cordially invite you to attend their 
Official Visit of Mrs. Jo Schexneider, Worthy Grand Matron, accompanied by Mr. Arthur Roberts, Worthy Grand 
Patron and Other Grand Officers. Saturday, September 6, 2025, at 12:00  
Plains Lodge #135, 4627 Church Street, Zachary, Louisiana. Meal Provided at Noon. Melanie Jackson, DDGM, 225-
928-3206. 
 
DISTRICT 5:  SEPTEMBER 13 – 1:00 PM 
The Members of District # 5, Order of the Eastern Star, cordially invite you to attend their 
Official Visit of Mrs. Jo Schexneider, Worthy Grand Matron, accompanied by Mr. Arthur Roberts, Worthy Grand 
Patron and Other Grand Officers. September 13, 2025, 1:00 PM, J.T. Charnley #197, 1415 Horseshoe Drive in 
Alexandria, LA.  Pat Ball, DDGM, 318-554-9480. 
 
DISTRICT 3:  October 11 – 12:00 PM 
The Members of District # 3, Order of the Eastern Star, cordially invite you to attend their 
Official Visit of Mrs. Jo Schexneider, Worthy Grand Matron, accompanied by Mr. Arthur Roberts, Worthy Grand 
Patron and Other Grand Officers. October 11, 2025, meal at 12:00 PM, with meeting to follow. Mt. Gerizin Lodge, 
10506 Boswell St., Bastrop, LA. Karen Dickinson, DDGM, 318-428-5420. 
 
DISTRICT 7:  November 8 – 12:00 PM 
The Members of District # 7, Order of the Eastern Star, cordially invite you to attend their 
Official Visit of Mrs. Jo Schexneider, Worthy Grand Matron, accompanied by Mr. Arthur Roberts, Worthy Grand 
Patron and Other Grand Officers. November 8, 2025, Receiving line at 12:00 PM, followed by meal, then meeting. Lake 
Charles Lodge #165, 717 Hodges St, Lake Charles, LA. Laura Doxey, DDGM, 337-912-8548. 
 
From the Desk of the Grand Secretary: 
Roster Changes: 
Grand Secretary Protem – page 3 – Rocky Schexneider, PGP, 1523 Tuscany Dr. Lake Charles, LA 70605, email is 
laoesgrsec@gmail.com (no change), phone 337-274-1900. 
 
Finance, 3 years – page 8 - Jeff Freeman, PGP, 7202 Frontier Dr, Greenwell Springs, 70739-3023, 225-324-3726, 
jgfreemans@gmail.com. 
 
Necrology Chair – 10 – Melva Geiger, PM, 2301 Idaho Ave. Apt.303, 504-417-0466, melvaleepmoes@gmail.com. 
 
Necrology, Laurie Elliot, 109 Beadle St., Morgan City, LA 70380-6729. 
 



H.C. & M.E. Duncan #161 – Page 27 - Adrianne Pedneau, PM Sec phone 318-445-1738 
 
Scottish Rite Care – page 14 – Butch Thomas – Phone Number: 985-249-0874 
 
<<<<<<<< AVAILABLE FOR PURCHASE >>>>>>>>> 
Roster 2025-2026 - $5.00 Each – NOW AVAILABLE 
Revised Book of Instruction - $4.00 Each 
Ritual – Large Spiral Bound - $26.00 each (5 ¼ x 8 ¼)   
Ritual–Extra Large spiral bound-$36.00 ea. (7x10 ¾)     
Constitution Pages Only, $4.00 
Revisions, 2021, $1.00  
Constitution By-Laws Revision, 2022, $1.00  
Constitution Revision, 2023 $1.00  
Constitution Tabs, $3.62  
Constitution Pages and Tabs, $8.10 
Constitution Binder, $6.00 
 
Please contact the Grand Secretary at the following email address only: laoesgrsec@gmail.com.  Also, please include 
your chapter name and number.  Secretaries and Members, please make all checks payable to “Grand Chapter of 
Louisiana, OES”.  Thank you. 
 
  Fraternally, 
                  Rocky Schexneider, PGP 
  Grand Secretary, Protem   
  laoesgrsec@gmail.com        
 
Website:  www.laoes.org 


