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October 2025 – Newsletter 

From the desk of the Worthy Grand Matron:  
 
I want to pause this month and just say how WONDERFUL July, August, and September were. During 
those months we had OV in Districts 2, 9, 4, and 11, and 5, also multistate and ARKLAMS. Pictures are 
on the Website of many of these events.  
 
What can I say? District 2 was all butterflies and Star Wars, thanks to Susan Hinckley, DDGM and stand 
in Diane Sutton, PM. There was a special Star Wars cake thanks to Michael Renfrow, Grand Sentinel. 
District 9 was all butterflies, and I even got to be a butterfly with my WGP, Brother Arthur! Cakes were a 
butterfly and a motorcycle. Thank you, Kristen Sibley, DDGM for setting things up. Then on to District 
4. Thank you, Susan Wilson, DDGM, for the butterflies and great food. The last weekend in August was 
District 11. Let me just say it was the hottest Official Visit to date! The air broke the night before, but like 
troopers (storm troopers) members attended the Mandalorian transformation. Way back (4 years ago) my 
first year as a supervisor at my school, the Mandalorian attended. He was back along with friends, Obi 
Wan, R2D2, and BB8. If you don’t know what I am talking about, watch the movies. Thank you, Sandra 
Lain, PM and Danneda Premeaux, DDGM for the transformation of the lodge.  
 
Thank you, members of District 11, for allowing the modification of our visit. Thank you, Sister Angela 
McNicholl, for being my voice when I lost it. Star Wars means a lot to me. It was one activity that my 
oldest son and I shared. I see my 4-year-old son with each Star Wars toy, movie, or character.  
 
Also, we were blessed with a super fun day, Five O’clock Somewhere. Thank you, Susan Rabb-Williams, 
PGM and Linn McNary, RWGT for your efforts in making this a great excursion for our friends from 
Arkansas and Mississippi. I was surprised and very touched by the actions of WGM of AR, Jill Massiet 
and WGM of MS, Melinda Ryan. If you weren’t there, you missed a true act of Love. A little over $2,000 
was raised to assist our son & DIL. 
 
District 5 hosted our Midyear meetings and OV. We had a lovely time. Thank you to the WM’s that stood 
in as we moved through the meeting. Teamwork, all of us working together is a theme throughout our 
visits.  
 
I am sorry we had to cancel the four-state event, but there is just a lot and prices have skyrocketed. There 
just were not enough members planning to attend to make it feasible. Even through trials, we fly. 
 
Always remember,  
Be the Butterfly! 
 
Martha Jo Schexneider 
Worthy Grand Matron 



A note of thank you 
With the permission of the WGM, thank you for the assistance provided to my wife and me. My parents 
gave us the donations collected at your event, which helped reduce stress. My wife's illness has 
significantly affected us. The support and generosity have been helpful during this time.  
David & Dawn Schexneider 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS: 
THE CRUISE!!! I will be on the cruise and probably will not have cell service. Sister Angela will be 
going as well so in our absence, I have asked Sister Marilyn Abshire to be Acting WGM while we are 
gone. 
 
From the State of the Order Committee 
We all aware of the serious decline of membership in our Order. This committee is formulating a new 
Five-Year Plan to guide and help the Grand Chapter and Subordinate Chapters to turn it from a Decline to 
an Incline. If you have any suggestions, we will be happy to consider them in this new plan. We would 
like to first give you suggestions on how to get Existing Members to return. 
 
1) Personally contact them and find out their situation. Are they homebound? Do they need a ride? Is 
there a reason they do not come? , etc. 
2) Develop or renew a chapter newsletter. 
3) Recognize their Birthday or other special day. 
4) Make them feel needed but not overwhelmed. 
5) Rotate names among active members for more communication. 
6) Have Fun activities in and away from the chapter. 
Remember to “Say It, Do It, and Believe It.” Make a plan for your chapter. 
Richard Porche’, PGP – Chairman; Janet Shook, PGM & Jane McDaniel, PGM 
 
Good News & Happy Thoughts: 
I hope you have enjoyed the redesign of the website www.laoes.org. If you have any photos you would 
like to share, please send to Carmen Higgins at cghiggins1955@gmail.com. Remember you need 
permission from all those pictured and include information about the event. 
 
In addition, my district talks are now available online. Especially District 11 since it was so hot and I lost 
my voice; we did not share the entire talk. It is available in its entirety. 
 
Remember to email Sister Angie, adlamb0810@gmail.com any activities your chapter participates in to 
support Animal Rescue. I know of a few that have adopted shelters or animal rescues for this project, but 
I would like to hear from her. 
 
Lafayette Chapter #46 recently invited members from the Lafayette Chapter of BACA to discuss their 
mission. Members Country, Bill, Dude, & Popeye presented. The sound of their four bikes rattled the 
building. Jim Josker & Dexter Downs presented about the Scottish Rite-Rite Care. It was a wonderful 
meeting. 
 
OFFICIAL VISITS: 
 
DISTRICT 3:  October 11 – 12:00 PM 
The Members of District # 3, Order of the Eastern Star, cordially invite you to attend their 
Official Visit of Mrs. Jo Schexneider, Worthy Grand Matron, accompanied by Mr. Arthur Roberts, 
Worthy Grand Patron and Other Grand Officers. October 11, 2025, meal at 12:00 PM, with meeting to 
follow. Mt. Gerizin Lodge, 10506 Boswell St., Bastrop, LA. Karen Dickinson, DDGM, 318-428-5420. 



DISTRICT 7:  November 8 – 12:00 PM 
The Members of District # 7, Order of the Eastern Star, cordially invite you to attend their 
Official Visit of Mrs. Jo Schexneider, Worthy Grand Matron, accompanied by Mr. Arthur Roberts, 
Worthy Grand Patron and Other Grand Officers. November 8, 2025, receiving line at 12:00 PM, followed 
by meal, then meeting. Lake Charles Lodge #165, 717 Hodges St, Lake Charles, LA. Laura Doxey, 
DDGM, 337-912-8548. 
 
From the Desk of the Grand Secretary: 
You may notice a difference in the number of newsletters you are receiving. You should also receive 
them via email. To realign and move away from bulk mail, if two or more newsletters are going to one 
address, they are now in one envelope. I have included a newsletter for each chapter secretary to file with 
chapter business, and if you should also receive a personal copy, you will have one for you. Also, if you 
have another person at your address, you will each get a copy, in one envelope. Any questions or to go 
paperless, email me your preference. If you would prefer the newsletter on 8.5x11 paper, let me know. 
This is your newsletter. 
 
Roster Changes 
Judy & Otto Beverly, email: ojbev@icloud.com 
Grand Representative Appointments: 
Arkansas – Judith Duncan Exp:11/30/26, 37164 Oak View Ln, Denham Springs 70706 
Iowa - Sharon Powell Exp:10/1/27 446 E Telephone Rd, Lake Charles 70611-6058,  
337-263-6671, sharonlpowell56@gmail.com 
Oklahoma – Judy Beverly Exp: 10/1/27, 325 Allen Dale Rd, Anacoco 71403-3132,  
337-718-6848, ojbev@icloud.com 
Tennessee – Polly Baker Exp:11/30/26, 1001 Elizabeth St, Westlake 70669, 337-529-6020 

 
<<<<<<<< AVAILABLE FOR PURCHASE >>>>>>>>> 

Roster 2025-2026 - $5.00 Each – SOLD OUT 
Revised Book of Instruction - $4.00 Each 
Ritual – Large Spiral Bound - $26.00 each (5 ¼ x 8 ¼)   
Ritual–Extra Large spiral bound-$35.00 ea. (7x10 ¾)     
Constitution Pages Only, complete through 2023 $11.00 
Constitution Revisions, 2021, $1.00  
Constitution Revision, 2022, $1.00  
Constitution Revision, 2023 $1.00  
Constitution Tabs, $3.00  
Constitution Pages and Tabs, $14.00 
Constitution Binder, $6.00 
Constitution Binder, Tabs, & Pages $20.00 
Minute Book bound $57.00 
Visitors Register $25.00 
Secretary Cash Book $28.00 
Treasurers Cash Book $39.00 
Warrant to Treasurer $8.00 
Treasurer to Secretary $8.00 
25- & 50-year pins $10.00 (Email for other years 60, 65, 70, 75) 
*** Prices are subject to change based on GGC and postage. 
Chapter paraphernalia is also available for a minimum donation of $5 to Fraternal Assistance. All Star 
point items available, along with batons, gavels, and ballot items. Email with your need. 



Please contact the Grand Secretary at the following email address only: laoesgrsec@gmail.com.  Also, 
please include your chapter name and number.  Secretaries and Members, please make all checks payable 
to “Grand Chapter of Louisiana, OES”.  Thank you. 
 
  Fraternally, 
  Rocky Schexneider, PGP 
  Grand Secretary, Pro Tem 
  laoesgrsec@gmail.com 
 
 
Check out the Richard Shaw memorial website at:  www.laoes.org for a longer list of supplies. 

mailto:laoesgrsec@gmail.com
http://www.laoes.org/

