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November 2025 — Newsletter

From the desk of the Worthy Grand Matron:

Let me start with the review of District 3 Official Visit. We were treated to Erin White (Grand Chaplain’s daughter)
signing to Come Jesus Come. It brought tears to my eyes. Oh, and always, the best cake ever.

Please join me in giving Sister Carol Holmes, PM a very resounding Thank You!!! Carol was instrumental in starting the
LAOES Friendship line in 2014. Thank you to Sister Linn McNary for allowing her to promote this wonderful addition
to our communications. Sister Carol has tendered her resignation, and I am now looking for a volunteer to take over.
Please let me know if you are interested in administering the Friendship line.

Grand Representatives, congratulations! I am so excited to present Grand Representative Commissions. I do wish I could
present every single one. Sometimes you have to call on resources to present those that are just not feasible. Thank you
so much to those tasked with presenting in my honor. Sisters Susan Rabb-Williams, PGM, Debbie Poche’, PGM,
GGCCM, Donna Nelken-Baker, PGM, and our awesome Angela McNicoll, AGM. Also, our WGP, Brother Arthur
Roberts. I could not do this without all y’all. Teamwork is a very important factor this year.

Secretaries, this is so important. When you complete the PM & PP list to the line officers in January of 2026, please
include the email address and phone number of each. Information such as; plays piano, loves the state of..., is a pastor or
deacon, good with decorating, can sing.... are all good things to include on the form. These help the incoming WGM
make appointments. This list is due, as stated in the Constitution, page 52, immediately after installation, not in March.

Worthy Matrons, please when doing the quarterly signs and passes, make sure the person doing them is proficient. This
should not be “practice” but a demonstration of the actual signs and passes. If they are done incorrectly, new members
will learn incorrectly. If you are fortunate enough to have a member of Work and Ritual, or a Past Grand, they should be
asked to demonstrate.

Don’t forget letters of intent for Clinton Artis Mills, ESTARL, and Fraternal Assistance. You will need a FULL-PAGE
resume. Only the line officers may turn in a paragraph. Line officers, and others, please get into the Grand Secretary.

The cruise was amazing. Forty-four OES and friends traveled to Nova Scotia on the Brilliance of the Seas. Many took
advantage of it and toured New England and especially Boston. Many late-night card games on the ship. It was a
wonderful trip. I thank each and everyone that traveled with us. It was an amazing journey and even though I caught a
cold, it was a great trip. Please see Sister Angela’s summary below. Teamwork is the word of the month.

Please note: Every small gesture, every supportive word, and every shared responsibility adds up, transforming
challenges into triumphs. This is the true power of working together: just as the butterfly cannot fly without its wings
working in harmony, a team cannot reach its full potential without each member’s support and effort. So, as you move
forward, every action matters, and together, you can create something beautiful and lasting.

Always remember,
Be the Butterfly!

Martha Jo Schexneider
Worthy Grand Matron



OFFICIAL VISITS: (Last one)

DISTRICT 7: mber 8 — 12:00 PM

The Members of District # 7, Order of the Eastern Star, cordially invite you to attend their

Official Visit of Mrs. Jo Schexneider, Worthy Grand Matron, accompanied by Mr. Arthur Roberts, Worthy Grand Patron
and Other Grand Officers. November 8, 2025, receiving line at 12:00 PM, followed by meal, then meeting. Lake Charles
Lodge #165, 717 Hodges St, Lake Charles, LA. Laura Doxey, DDGM, 337-912-8548.

From both of us:

As many of you know, Cancer has taken two of our family members within the last five years. This is one reason I
picked cancer as a charity. My son passed in 2021 of Colorectal cancer and now our daughter-in-law from pancreatic
cancer. Rocky and I appreciate everyone who shared on Facebook and sent sympathy cards after our daughter-in-law,
Dawn Schexneider’s passing. Her legacy reminds us to cherish loved ones and express our feelings, as time is never
guaranteed.

CRUISIN’ ALONG

You know they say that you really don’t know someone until you either lived with them or in our case travelled with them.
I’ve learned a lot about our Sisters and Brothers who went on Sister Jo’s cruise up to Nova Scotia. I can’t say too much
because you know the old saying “what happens on the ship, stays on the ship”. But I can say, we all had a wonderful time
visiting, eating, attending shows, going out on our excursions, listening to music, playing cards, games, and jigsaw puzzles.

We had 44 people on this trip, and it was fantastic. We had a few non-members go and it was nice to get to know the family
and friends of our OES members. We had a Meet and Greet on our first day at sea and it was great to see all who were on
the cruise. Thanks to Brother Ray Bedwell, AGP for putting this together for us. Sister Jo passed out ducks for all of us
and some door magnets.

We cruised up to Halifax, Nova Scotia, then to Sydney, Nova Scotia, down to Charlottetown, Prince Edward Island, and
finally to Saint John, New Brunswick. Jim Josker and Susan Rabb-Williams mentioned the beauty of the fall colors and
the places we visited. Becky Josker noted all the smiling faces we met along the way by way of our own group, the other
passengers, the staff and at the places we visited. Martha Porche stated how excellent the wait staff were, they were such
fun people. Kay Burkhalter said how wonderful the excursions were. We all learned a lot about each of the provinces.

There were lots of things to see like the river changing directions, Anne of Green Gables, Bay of Fundy, specialty treats in
each place, which Donna Nelken-Baker noted that she had ice cream for lunch for two days. Richard Porche found the
Grand Lodge of St. John, New Brunswick. How cool is that?

We had all the card players enjoying each other’s company every night. Who knew UNO could be such a competitive
game, but we all enjoyed being together. I think that was the best part of the whole trip is as Karen Young said the
togetherness. Jerry Ann Butters said spending time with our OES Sisters and Brothers was the best and I have to agree.

A great time was had by all and I am sure if you ask someone about the trip they will be happy to share their experiences,
their pictures, and their smiles as they recall a special memory from the cruise. I know I enjoyed it and could have stayed

on the ship a while longer but all good things come to an end and so we returned home to await our next great adventure.

Thank you, Sister Jo, for this great adventure. I will forever remember this week and spending time with each one who
went.

Angela McNicoll



From the Desk of the Grand Secretary:
If you would like to go paperless, email me your preference. If you would prefer the newsletter on 8.5x11 paper, let me
know. This is your newsletter.

For items available to purchase, please check out the Grand Secretary’s page on the Richard Shaw Memorial
Website at www.laoes.org

Roster Changes
Lakeshore Chapter #59, Slidell, LA -- meets the 4th Tuesday of each month except, March and December 2nd Tuesday,
@ 7:30 p.m.

Grand Representative Appointments:

Alberta — Beverlyn Cowart, 35118 Mockingbird Loop, Pearl River 70452-6204,
Expires 11/30/27

California — Lydia Tierney, PO Box 116, Bush, 70431-0116, Expires 10/1/27

Delaware — Judith Avery, 459 B Wyman Rd, Scott, 70583-4203, Expires 10/1/27

Manitoba — BJ Morgan, 408 Phillips Rd, Westlake, 70669, Expires

New Brunswick — Sue Richards, 5005 Longstreet Place Unit 61, Bossier City, 71112,
Expires 10/1/27

New Jersy — Kim Shomaker, 1405 Houma Blvd, Metairie, 70001-3535, Expires 10/1/27

Nova Scotia & PEI — Bill Richards, 5005 Longstreet Place Unit 61, Bossier City, 71112,
Expires 10/1/27

New York — Anthony Radosti, 113 Chateau St Michael Dr, Kenner, 70065-2037,
Expires 10/1/27

Pennsylvania — Sarah Negrete, 323 Coral Ave, Terrytown, 70056, Expires 10/1/27

South Carolina — Jackie Dowden, 1221 Andrew Mouhot Rd, Ragley, 70657-6729,
Expires 10/1/27

Texas — Kay Burkhalter, 912 Lilliput Lane, Sulphur, 70663, Expires 10/1/27

Utah — Denise Bonvillian, 9825 East Park Ave, Houma, 70363-3880, Expires 10/1/27

Virginia — Maggie Shivers, 6904 Adams St, Franklin, 70592, Expires 10/1/27

Please contact the Grand Secretary at the following email address only: laoesgrsec@gmail.com. Also, please include
your chapter name and number. Secretaries and Members, please make all checks payable to “Grand Chapter of
Louisiana, OES”. Thank you.

Fraternally,

Rocky Schexneider, PGP
Grand Secretary, Pro Tem
laoesgrsec@gmail.com

Check out the Richard Shaw Memorial website at: www.laoes.org.
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